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any of you the abovesaid may dare to go or send, or from this
time forwards shall go or send, any person or persons with your
ships to the said parts of Africa and Guinea, without the licence
and special command of my said receivers aforenamed, who
hold my power sufficient for the matter, under penalty of death
and the loss of all the goods of each and every one of you, who
does the contrary, to my exchequer and treasury; and from this
time forwards by the same deed they are to be confiscated and
applied to my said exchequer; and it is my desire and pleasure
that this shall be enforced against persons and other things and
goods which are taken by land. And furthermore I will and
command that any persons whatsoever, who seize by sea any
ship whatsoever and merchandise that may go and come to the
said parts of Africa and Guinea without the licence of my said
receivers, shall have and take for themselves the fourth of the
said ships and the victuals and provisions and the third of the
merchandise which may go and come in the said ships and in
each one of them; and that the masters and captains of the said
ships and of each one of them shall be made prisoner by those
who thus seize the said ships, and shall be carried prisoner and
in safe custody to the said city of Sevilla, and they are to be
delivered to my said receivers so that they may hold them
prisoner and in safe custody in the said city of Sevilla, and my
said receivers shall fulfil and execute my pleasure against them;
and that those, who thus seize such ships, shall not divide up any
of the said merchandise and things, or take the said third as their
part of what I thus grant them, until they have brought and
delivered the whole to my said receivers in the presence of a
public notary, and then they shall receive the whole part of what
belongs to them of their said third. I command these my said
receivers that they shall give and deliver to them their said third
without any delay or excuse. And by this my said letter I com-
mand the justices of the peace, constables, members of the
twenty-four, jurors, knights, esquires, officers and homes-
buenos of the said city of Sevilla, and each of them, who now
are, or from this time forwards shall be, in office, that on being
required on behalf of my said receivers they shall give and cause
to be given every favour and assistance, which the receivers may